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Burnt Store Marina, with its 800 wet and dry slips, is the largest marina on Florida’s west coast.

Year’s Eve celebration with live music
and champagne, a cookout for a boating
club stopping by, or just a spontaneous
gathering at the restaurant bar or the end
of E Dock. That's where tables and
chairs are clustered under a sprawling
shade tree, tiki torches stand at the ready
and a gaudy yellow, anchor-shaped sign
announces the universal cocktail-hour
call; “It's 5 o’clock somewhere.”

But Burnt Store Marina, the largest pri-
vately owned marina on Florida’s west
coast, is much more than a party spot.
It’s a destination for boaters from all
walks of life, from throughout the East-
ern seaboard and beyond. The marina is
the central feature of the sprawling,
eponymous golf-course community that
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surrounds it. It’s a base for several
groups, including the Platinum Pointe
Yacht Club, a private social organiza-
tion; the Billy Bowlegs Boat Club, the un-
official alternative to the yacht club; and
the Burnt Store Marina Flats Fishing
Guides Association. It’s also home to a
few dozen people who live aboard their
boats. And, for those— especially boat-
ers — who know about it, it’s a popular
vacation destination.

Diverse as these groups might be, they
have something in common when it
comes to Burnt Store Marina: They love
the casual ease of the place, its friendli-
ness and relaxing atmosphere.

“Ilove it out here,” says Donna Smith-
wick, who moved to the community

about two years ago from Punta Gorda
Isles. “I come and just sit and look at the
water.” On this summer afternoon, she
has the outside deck of Porto Bello at Lat-
itudes restaurant to herself. “T'o me, it’s
like you're on vacation all the time.”

“It’s laid-back, it’s casual, it’s for some-
one who likes ... a little nature and not
the hustle and bustle of the city,” says An-
dree Likins. “You have nature at its best
out here.”

Anemployee in the ship’s store, Likins
lived in the community for nearly five
years until her husband’s death. Osprey
raised their young each year in a nest
just outside their home. Eagle sightings
are common, and manatees, attracted by
freshwater springs in the marina, are
























